Quiz #2 Solution
Q: What causes the phases of the moon?


The phase of the moon is dependant upon whether or not we can see the daylight portion of the moon. Like Earth, the moon has both a daylight half and a dark, nighttime half. The moon is also unique in that it has a 28 and 1/3rd day rotation period, as well as a 28 and 1/3rd orbital period. This means that we see the same side of the moon all the time, whether it is lit or not by the sun is what causes the phases. Below is an illustration of the sun, moon, and earth system. 1 = New Moon, 2 = 1st quarter, 3 = 1st half, 4 = waxing gibbous, 5 = full moon, 6 = waning gibbous, 7 = last half, 8 = last quarter
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P.S. THE PHASES ARE NOT CAUSED BY THE SHADOW OF THE EARTH!! (only important for eclipses)
